(PaLRaP) has been quite successful and well-received in its first year of existence. As we head into the second year of publication, members of the editorial team must now shift our focus from the initial stages of creation and early growth to the next phase of ongoing improvement and sustainability over the long term. There are several initiatives currently under way to help make PaLRaP even stronger.
-
Remain in close communication with the journal publisher, the University Library System, University of Pittsburgh and the journal sponsor, the College & Research Division (CRD) of the Pennsylvania Library Association (PaLA).
Solicit submissions for all types of articles.
Required Qualifications
Experience writing for professional publications.
Editorial experience preferred.
Significant experience working in Pennsylvania libraries. Third, our publisher, the University Library System (ULS), University of Pittsburgh, now offers usage statistics for PaLRaP articles through Plum Analytics, an "all metrics" service that counts reader activity at the article level. Both traditional metrics (i.e., citations) and altmetrics (e.g., social media sharing, document downloads) are counted, providing authors with data of how often their works are used and shared, as well as an idea where such use and sharing takes place (e.g., Twitter, Mendeley, Scopus, institutional repositories, etc.). In Figure 1 , you can read a fuller explanation of how Plum Analytics gathers data and see a very successful example of reader use of a journal article, published in the International Journal of Telerehabilitation, another ULS e-journal.
Plum Analytics tracks usage from non-proprietary sources, so some counts (e.g., Web of Science) are not available. However, many others are, including those from GitHub, bit.ly, Delicious, Wikipedia, and Reddit.
Beginning in March 2014, Plum Analytics began counting use of individual PaLRaP articles. You will now see widgets for each article for which Plum has counted use; these widgets appear on the abstract view.
Finally, although PaLRaP is free to read it is not free to produce, even though the operation relies heavily on volunteer contributions of authors, reviewers, and editors. Significant technology costs still must be covered. To keep
PaLRaP openly available and sustainable, we are encouraging readers to "Support PaLRaP" by either joining PaLA or by making a direct contribution through our website. Your doing so will help offset some of PaLRaP's publishing expenses and keep the journal active for years to come.
Current Contents
Highlights of this issue, our third, include Committee to create an attractive, usable, and Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant signage system for the library.
• "Three-Dimensional (3-D) Scanning Within Academic Libraries: Exploring and Considering a New Public Service" by Jason A. Reuscher, an Assistant Librarian at the Penn State University Schuylkill Campus.
Reuscher conveys the activities and results of a microgrant-funded project to introduce 3-D scanning at his library, providing rich detail on the technology and software used for this service.
• "Basic Online Pennsylvania Legal Research for Librarians," a practice article by Laura J. Ax-Fultz, Assistant
Law Librarian and Head of Access Services for the law library at the Penn State Dickinson School of Law.
This article, based on a presentation Ax-Fultz made at the Pennsylvania Library Association Annual
Conference 2013, provides much-needed information and direction for Pennsylvania librarians when assisting with legal research questions.
• "Increasing the Discoverability of Digital Collections Using Wikipedia: The Pitt Experience" by Edward
